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County Championships 2010.
We need to start preparing for the County Championships as the closing date for these is 25th January 2010.
For a club of our level and with the water time we have available the County Championships are like our swimmers Olympic Games. Being part of Oxford and North Bucks County and once a year, over four weekends, championships are held purely for the swimmers who are registered with a club in the County. We encourage as many of our swimmers as possible to enter and take part. 
Information for new swimmers and parents

Heats are swam in the morning session, 200m events in the afternoon and then finals in the evening, the atmosphere is great as all finalists march on to music and are introduced one by one.

Every distance and every stroke is available for our swimmers to enter subject to them gaining entry times during the period of 25th May 2009 and 25th January 2010.  
The age group is determined at the swimmers age on 14/3/2010, single age groups from 9 years through to 17 years and over.
When competing in the heats the swimmers race against others who have a similar time to them, they are not separated at this point into ages, although to make a final they are only competing against swimmers in their age group. This is how we operate our Club Championships so it is really good for them to take part in those as it gives them a real guide as to what to expect.

There are relay events where 4 swimmers will form a team, they have to be the same age group although 2 years do come together, therefore relays are 9/10 years, 11/12, 13/14 and then open which is for the older swimmers. The coaches would love to enter a few teams into this so it may be that you will be asked if your swimmer can attend a session in order to field the best team the Club can, a swimmer can be in a relay team even if they are not able to swim in the Championships because of the qualification times.

There are sheets for boys and girls with two sets of times; Accepted and Considered, If a swimmer has a time faster than or equal to an accepted time they are guaranteed a place, if they achieve a time equal to or faster than the considered time, swimmers could gain a place but due to rules on the length of competitions, swimmers entries can be rejected. For instance if a 10 year old girl does 38.9 for 50m free, then this counts as an accepted time and that swimmer is guaranteed the opportunity to take part in that race in the Championships. If a 14 year old boy swims 34.2 for 50m fly, they fit in the considered timing, if they could improve this time to 33.0 then it becomes accepted. The process for rejecting the swimmers is complex but usually the slower swimmers are affected first. The club always wants to work with you to help the swimmers to qualify with accepted times.

All information will be added to our website where you can downloan the times and entry forms, any issues please let me or one of the teachers know and copied can be supplied.

Please check the website www.bletchleyswim.com for all the full details and times, there is some multi disability swimmers taking part this year and they are really great to support.

Headline Dates for your records although check full programme for specific sessions and dates
Long distance events 

1500m and 800m – 14/02/2010 - 400m Freestyle and 400m IM – 21/02/2010

Main championships over weekends

6/7 March 2010 - 13/14 March 2010

Please encourage your swimmers to look at the times they are required, they can check their personal bests against them and see which ones they are close too. Look out for when Cath sends out emails about Open Meets as these will be the opportunities you need to enter races and look for personal bests which meet the qualifying criteria, if you have a considered time that is great but if close to the accepted then enter an Open Meet to try and push yourself into that area. The club will look to run mini galas over the coming months to help but Open meets with starting blocks will give you better chances. 

It is so important that if you have a query you ask one of the teachers or email the contacts below, if answers are not known straight away then they can easily be found out.

Important contacts

Ali Powell – Press Officer – ali@bletchleyswim.com
General enquiries – info@bletchleyswim.com
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